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27 August  2015 
 
 
Dear Rob 
 
I am replying to your letter of 24 June asking for an update on the position regarding a 
possible exemption from the ban on tail docking for working dogs.  
  
As you know, there are strongly held views on both sides of the debate about what is best for 
the welfare of working dogs in Scotland and I have been considering the full range of views 
from key interested parties and their arguments for and against any potential change to the 
legislation.  At the same time, I have been considering the evidence from the published 
research, and the further information I requested from Scotland’s Chief Veterinary Officer on 
how any exemptions may work in practice and also the experiences in other countries.    
 
What is clear is that this is a very finely balanced and emotive issue, but one that does need 
clarity in order to move the debate forward.  As such, the Scottish Government is very close 
to being able to set out its position on the issue and I will seek to write to you again in the 
next week or so with a more substantive reply.  
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 

 
 
 
 
RICHARD LOCHHEAD 


